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Debate  
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Mattel’s Barbie dolls are no strangers to controversy. For years Barbies have been criticized for their unrealistic 
bodies, with accusations that they contribute to unhealthy body images for young girls. Occasionally, Mattel 
releases a Barbie doll representing a controversial subject, which creates even more debate around the 
appropriateness of the doll. The most recent example is ‘tokidoki’ Tattoo Barbie, designed by tokidoki fashion 
company. At $50 each, this limited edition Barbie is targeted toward collectors, and the 7,400 original dolls have 
sold out in less than a month.  

‘Tokidoki’ Tattoo Barbie sports a pink bob haircut, an off-the-shoulder black shirt featuring a skull and crossbones, 
a hot-pink mini-skirt, leopard-print leggings, and silver stilettos. She is walking her cactus-dog companion 
Bastardino. But while the clothes might be eye-opening, the controversy around the Barbie centers around the 
tattoos on her arm, neck, and back.   
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