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plagiarism trap. For instance, in the early nineties a committee found that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had used 
concepts, sentences, and passages in his doctoral dissertation that were not cited correctly. If such a wellrespected 
figure was unable to avoid claims of plagiarism, is the wide-ranging definition of plagiarism so encompassing that it 
makes it nearly impossible not to plagiarize when writing?  

On the other hand, others believe that a wide-scale definition of plagiarism is necessary to assure the authenticity 
of original works. They believe anything less would infringe on the original author’s intellectual property and 
creative contribution. According to this view, even auto-plagiarism can be damaging because you are 
misrepresenting the fact that your ideas are totally original.   

Additionally, most cases of plagiarism that draw scrutiny are those who plagiarize overtly, such as copying 
something verbatim and passing it off as your own. This type of plagiarism is what professors are especially 
concerned over and is quite common in academic settings among students. Therefore, accidental plagiarism or 
incorrectly citing a source will likely not be criticized or penalized as much as overt plagiarism. Finally, supporters 
believe that it is the student’s responsibility to know what constitutes plagiarism, and schools should spend more 
time educating both students and faculty about what is and is not acceptable practice when developing their 
works.   

 

There	are	two	sides	to	every	issue:	 

1. The	definition	of	plagiarism	is	so	encompassing	that	it	makes	it	nearly	impossible	
not	to	plagiarize	in	some	form.		 

2. The	definition	of	plagiarism	is	necessarily	broad	to	ensure	author	authenticity	and	
to	protect	the	original	works	of	others.	 
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