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1970s. Some reasons for this include a desire for energy independence; a lack of natural resources; and 
creation of jobs, economic prosperity, and modernization. Because of France’s technological research, the 
country has been able to build over 56 nuclear reactors, derive over 75 percent of the country’s power 
from these plants, and is able to export electricity to other European countries. This has not only 
contributed to the French economy but has dramatically improved French citizens’ way of life. France also 
has some of the safest policies and practices in the industry. It is noted, however, that nuclear waste will 
always pose as a trade-off to all of the benefits that nuclear power provides.   

In spite of the advantages and disadvantages of nuclear power, the safety aspects of nuclear power are 
still without a satisfactory solution. Because it is a nonrenewable energy, nuclear power is not a 
permanent non-exhaustible solution to the energy problem. However, its efficiency and the fact that not a 
lot is needed to generate energy means that nuclear power would be a long-lasting energy source.    

 

There	are	two	sides	to	every	issue:	 

1. The	efficiency	of	nuclear	power	combined	with	proper	safety	protocols	
makes	nuclear	power	a	viable	source	of	alternative	energy.		 

2. There	are	too	many	potential	risks	in	developing	and	investing	in	nuclear	
energy	to	make	it	a	feasible	alternative	energy	source.	 

 

Sources:  
Sean Carney, "Europe Split on Nuclear Power Debate," Wall Street Journal, March 17, 2011, 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703899704576204522187643688.html (accessed December 13, 2012).   
Andy Darvill, “Nuclear Power,” Andy Darvill's Science, February 27, 2012, http://www.darvill.clara.net/altenerg/nuclear.htm#adv 

(accessed December 13, 2012). 


