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Analysts predict it could generate $60 million by 2017. Additionally, supporters claim that costs will decrease as 
there will not be as much of a need to enforce prohibition.   

On the other hand, critics of the measure argue that costs could actually increase with legalization. Many believe 
that the financial implications can involve the increase of costs for drug education, rehabilitation centers, and drug 
treatment programs. It is estimated that 9 percent of marijuana users become addicted and need clinical help.  
Opponents also claim that even if marijuana might not be as harmful as tobacco, unlike tobacco it causes 
intoxication. Because marijuana causes people to “get high,” it has been a factor in some traffic accidents and 
crime rates. Finally, they point to the fact that legalizing other harmful behaviors such as gambling has done 
nothing to reduce the rate of gambling. Currently, the Obama administration does not support the legalization of 
marijuana, so while it is legal in two states, it remains illegal on a federal level. This creates a problem for colleges 
and universities in these states, which receive significant federal funding. The federal government may be less 
likely to provide funding if colleges allow for marijuana use on their campuses.  

 

There	are	two	sides	to	every	issue:	 

1. Marijuana	usage	should	be	legalized	because	the	benefits	of	legalization	outweigh	
the	costs.	 

2. Marijuana	should	not	be	legalized	because	the	harmful	impact	to	society	is	greater	
than	any	benefits.			 
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