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Debate  

Facebook:	Social	Good	or	Social	Dysfunction?	 

ISSUE:	Is	Facebook	leading	to	more	positive	social	movements	or	to	negative	social	
dysfunction?	 

 

Once you are a member, Facebook can be hard to avoid. In addition to networking with new people and 
reconnecting with long-lost friends, Facebook has hundreds of social applications, from games to photo sharing 
tools, which members can use to pass the time. These social applications have fueled Facebook’s popularity. 
Today, Facebook has over 350 million members.   

Facebook is so attractive that more and more of the population is spending time on its site. According to the 
research firm Nielson, members spend approximately 4 ½ hours on the site each month. Smart marketers are 
taking advantage of Facebook to reach customers and fuel interest in their products or services. With all the 
opportunities that Facebook provides to connect with others, members are using Facebook in a myriad of ways. 
However, the increasing popularity of Facebook has both positive and negative implications, leading to unity and 
action on the positive end and prompting addiction and disorder on the negative end.   

Facebook is becoming a tool to spark, stir, and set in motion social movements. Proponents argue that Facebook is 
encouraging young people to become involved like never before. For instance, one 17-year-old boy turned to 
Facebook in order to reach supporters in a movement to create a skate park for his city. Facebook quickly 
demonstrated itself as a powerful grassroots organizing tool. One day after an update was posted, 60 of 1,085 
followers confirmed that they would attend a City Council meeting on the proposal. The council approved 
$500,000 for the skate park and indicated that the Facebook community’s support for the project played a role in 
their decision.    



 
dysfunction and a replacement of the real world with the euphoric Facebook world. Facebook represents a world 
that is fun and happy because people are able to sensor what is seen about them; thus, only the best parts of 
people are showcased. This world is “seductive” to people, especially when or if their real lives are not going so 
well. Adding to the social dysfunction attributed to Facebook, the openness of the social media site is also causing 
problems. Because people are careless or forget to block certain messages, information is becoming available to 
the wrong people—in some severe cases, leading to divorces or job loss. Lastly, Facebook is encountering the 
ongoing problem of Internet predators, stalkers, and fraudsters, who are cashing in on Facebook’s popularity and 
connections.    


