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Debate  

Technology	and	the	Africa	Rice	Center	 

ISSUE:	Should	genetic	modification	be	used	to	further	economic	development?	 
 

In Africa, the rice industry is represented by the Africa Rice Center, formerly known as West Africa Rice 
Development Association (WARDA).  The mission of the center is to contribute to poverty alleviation and food 
security in Africa, through research, development, and partnership activities aimed at increasing the productivity 
and profitability of the rice sector in ways that ensure the sustainability of the farming environment. The 
association started in 1970 and today boasts twenty-two African nations as members and partners with many 
international organizations, including the United Nations, European Commission, and the World Health 
Organizations. In carrying out its mission, the center recognizes three key barriers, including (1) low productivity 
and sustainability of rice, (2) poor quality of the marketed product, and (3) unfavorable market and policy 
environment. To overcome these issues, the center established a strategic p
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