
!"#$"%&'(%&)$*+,-.&/%0-#+1-$+(#-.&!2.$2%"3&
4252%#&6#+7"%3+$8&

*$$9:;;*-%5"%$<-252%#<"=2&

Peyton Manning and Ethical Leadership:	 
Omaha and Peyback 
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One	 Sunday	 afternoon, as	 fans watched	 the	 Denver Broncos play the	 San Diego	 Chargers for the	
ticket	to 	the 	AFC 	Championship 	game, a	 media	 buzz emerged around the call of	 “Omaha.” 
Quarterbacks	 have	 been	 known	 to	 use	 code	 words	 to	 inform the	 offensive	 linemen	 of the	 next play. 
A	 few	 years	 ago, only	 those	 on	 the	 field	 could	 make	 out what was	 being	 said	 on	 the	 field. However,
due	 to	 changes	 in	 the	 placement of television	 camera microphones	 and	 the	 fact that offensive	 
linemen 	are 	required to 	wear 	microphones,	these 	plays 	can 	be 	heard 	by 	everyone	 watching. The	 
name	 of Nebraska’s	 largest city	 was repeated	 44	 times, generating	 a	 national discussion	 around his	 
use	 of	 the	 word. During	 the	 game, the	 term was	 trending	 on	 Twitter, and several mass	 media	 outlets	 
picked	 up	 the	 story. The	 next day	 national morning shows, newspapers, and	 magazines	 including
ABC, The Wall Street Journal,	and Time featured stories on Peyton Manning’s call. The	 city of Omaha 
as	 well as	 businesses	 that	have 	“Omaha”	in 	their 	name 	wrote 	tweets expressing gratitude	 and	 
enthusiasm for	 all the	 attention. The	 media	 attention	 had	 a	 marketing	 impact of $10	 million	 for	 the	 
city	 over	 a	 ten-day	 period, which	 was	 broken	 down	 to	 the	 equivalent of $150,000	 in	 advertising for	 
every	 time	 Manning	 mentioned	 Omaha. 

Eight major businesses that call Omaha home	 took note	 of the	 promotional possibilities. As	 a result, 
the 	Greater 	Omaha 	Chamber 	of 	Commerce 	organized 	with 	ConAgra 	Foods,	First	National	Bank 	of 
Omaha, Mutual of Omaha, Omaha Steaks, Cox Communications, CenturyLink, Union	 Pacific	 railroad,
and DJ’s	 Dugout Sports	 Bar	 & Grill to donate a	 combined total of	 $800 to Manning’s	 charity, Peyback	 
Foundation, for	 each	 time	 he	 called	 out “Omaha” in	 the	 next week’s	 AFC Championship	 game. The	 
Peyback Foundation, which	 supports	 schools	 and	 youth	 programs 
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http://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/united-way/n12129
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http://www.denverpost.com/ci_21593843/peyton-manning-leading-broncos-preparation-play-accountability
http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/10303066/peyton
http://keepingscore.blogs.time.com/2014/01/20/peyton-manning-charity-raises-25k-from-omaha-calls
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424127887323353204578129381777622430
http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/eye-on-football/24414449/peyton-mannings-omaha-calls-nets-charity-24k
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/17/sports/football/in-the-zone-with-peyton-manning.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1
http://nypost.com/2014/01/20/omaha-nets-peyton-mannings-charity-24800
http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/eye-on-football/24414449/peyton-mannings-omaha-calls-nets-charity-24k
http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/10303066/peyton


	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	

	

http://sports.yahoo.com/news/peyton-manning-leaves-crushing-super-bowl-loss-with-reputation-intact-065205260.html
http://msn.foxsports.com/buzzer/story/peyton-manning-omaha-charity-super-bowl-xlviii-020214
http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/8287028/peyton-manning-pursuit-perfection-influences-denver-broncos-espn-magazine
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/businessinsider/article/Here-s-What-It-Means-When-Peyton-Manning-Yells-5157984.php
http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/8287028/peyton-manning-pursuit-perfection-influences-denver-broncos-espn-magazine
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