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environment and inefficiently uses vast amounts	 of	 natural resources. On	 average it takes	 between	 
1 and 8	 million	 gallons	 of water	 for	 a single	 fracking job.	 There are roughly	 35,000 natural gas	 wells	 
in the United States that	 can be fractured multiple times.	Each 	well	on 	average 	can 	be 	fractured 18	 
times,	which 	uses large 	quantities 	of water.	 The	 water is then transformed	 into	 fracking fluid	 that 
contains approximately 600	 chemicals, including substances	 known	 to	 contain	 carcinogens	 and	 
toxins.	 While these chemicals might not constitute much of the mixture, the large amounts of fluids 
used	 are	 a	 concern. Each	 well requires	 two	 to	 five	 million	 gallons	 of water. 

Critics claim that while the 	fracking 	fluid is being pumped into the rocks, methane gas, and toxic	 
chemicals	 contaminate	 the	 ground water. A	 study	 at Duke University has	 found	 that methane	 levels	 
are much higher	 in	 water	 wells	 near	 fracking	 sites.	 Contaminated water can	 create respiratory, 
sensory, and neurological damage when	 consumed. Large	 amounts	 of fracking fluid	 are	 left in the
ground after	 a	 well is	 completed,	although 	approximately 30 to 50 percent of the	 water used is 
typically 	recovered 	from a 	well.	 The	 chemical water that is left behind	 is not biodegradable. The	 
waste	 fluid	 is left in open air pits to	 evaporate, which	 can release	 harmful volatile	 organic 
compounds (VOCs)	 into the atmosphere.	VOCs have	 been	 linked	 to contaminated air, acid rain, and 
ground level ozone. 

Fracking also	 releases	 methane	 gas	 into	 the	 atmosphere.		 Methane has a shorter life span than 
carbon	 dioxide	 in	 the	 atmosphere, but its	 ability	 to trap	 radiation	 in	 the	 atmosphere	 is	 20 times	 
greater. This	 contributes	 to global warming	 by	 disabling	 the	 heat from radiating	 off	 the	 surface	 of	
the 	earth.	 In 	addition 	to respiratory problems, methane gas	 exposure has	 been	 linked to 
cardiovascular	 problems	 and increases	 the	 likelihood of	 heart attacks. Studies	 have	 also suggested a	 
link 	between 	fracking 	and 	earthquakes.	 One	 study	 suggests	 that the	 disposal wells	 containing	 
roughly	 4.5	 million	 gallons	 of water	 reduces	 the	 friction	 between	 tectonic	 plates, causing	 them to	 
slip	 and	 produce	 minor	 earthquakes. 

Fracking also	 impacts stakeholders	 living	 close	 to drilling	 sites, sometimes	 negatively. One	 couple	 
living 	on a 	farm 	close to a 	fracking 	site 	has experienced	 health	 problems	 such	 as	 nose	 bleeds, 
headaches, fatigue, and	 cirrhosis	 of the	 liver. They	 also	 lost many	 of their	 animals	 after	 the	 drilling
started on	 their	 land.	Another 	worker 	allegedly 	contracted 	radiation 	sickness 	after 	climbing 	into 
vats	 to 	clean 	out	fracking 	fluid.	 Fracking has	 been	 known	 to	 reduce	 property	 values	 along	 with	 
increasing automobile traffic.	 It	takes 	on 	average 	400 	tanker 	trucks to 	transport	all the 	water 
needed	 for	 a	 single fracking	 job. These tanker 	trucks 	contribute to 	increases in 
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question	 also	 remains: Would	 a fracking	 disaster	 create	 as	 much	 of an	 environmental disaster	 as	 it 
would	 with	 other forms of drilling, such	 as the	 !""#$%&'()*+, or	 -**./'0*1 2#13+#$, oil spills? 
Fracking often	 occurs near	 large	 populations	 of people, making	 the	 safety	 of stakeholders	 an	
extreme	 concern	 for	 drilling	 companies. 

The	 EPA	 has mandated	 some	 precautions that drillnear	 
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